
 
 

 

 

Minutes 
Reliability Issues Steering Committee 
December 16, 2016 | 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Eastern 
 
Kristin Iwanechko took attendance and verified a quorum with the following Reliability Issues Steering 
Committee (RISC) members on the phone: Peter Brandien, Mark Lauby, Michael Desselle, Daniel 
Froetscher, Charles King, Chris Shepherd, Brian Allen Slocum, Nelson Peeler, Jason Marshall, Dave Osburn, 
Terry Bilke, Nathan Mitchell, Brian Murphy, Lloyd Linke. 
 
Introduction and Chair’s Remarks 
Mr. Brandien welcomed RISC members and noted that the RISC Nominating Committee is seeking 
nominations through December 20 for three MRC vacancies and at least two at-large members that 
should include at least one Canadian representative. The NERC Board of Trustees (Board) will appoint new 
members at its February meeting in San Diego. 
 
NERC Antitrust Compliance Guidelines and Public Announcement 
Ms. Iwanechko called attention to the NERC antitrust compliance guidelines and public meeting notice. 
 
Agenda Items 

1. June 29-30, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
The June 29-30, 2016, meeting minutes were approved on a motion by Mr. Froetscher and 
seconded by Mr. Osburn. 

2. August 31 – September 1, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
The August 31-September 1, 2016, meeting minutes were approved on a motion by Mr. Desselle 
and seconded by Mr. King. 

3. Debrief from November NERC Board Meetings 
Mr. Brandien noted that the NERC Board of Trustees (Board) accepted the 2016 ERO Reliability 
Risk Priorities report during its November meeting. Comments were positive and supportive of the 
recommendations. One Board member suggested that the RISC consider separating the skilled 
workforce topic into a standalone risk profile. Mr. Lauby added that the priority categorization 
(high, medium, and low) appears to be an area of confusion that the RISC should discuss and 
consider improving in the next report. 

4. 2017 Reliability Leadership Summit 
Mr. Brandien and Mr. Lauby reviewed the draft agenda for the 2017 Reliability Leadership Summit 
(Summit) taking place on March 21 in Washington, DC. They noted that RISC members would be 
asked to play a more active role, with members moderating the panels. There will be three panels 
focusing on challenges in operating the bulk power system, resiliency and security, and emerging 
issues. Additionally, instead of the traditional round table at the end of the Summit, there will be a 
facilitated session to discuss reliability in the long term, potentially presenting long-term scenarios 



 

Minutes – Reliability Issues Steering Committee – December 16, 2016 2 

to participants for discussion. RISC members supported the general structure of the agenda and 
suggested moderators for panels 1 and 2. RISC members agreed to have Mr. Peeler moderate 
panel 3 and Mr. Froetscher lead the facilitated session. Comments and discussion on the agenda 
included the following: 

• There was a suggestion to either allocate more time for the resiliency and security panel or 
split the panel into two. 

• RISC members discussed opportunities for reaching people that are unable to attend the 
Summit. Some options are through pulse point interviews or requesting policy input. A 
suggestion was made to offer the opportunity to submit questions in advance of the 
Summit that the panels could be prepared to discuss. 

• RISC members suggested removing the links to the associated risk profiles in the Summit 
agenda. 

• RISC members were requested to provide feedback on revisions to the agenda and 
suggestions for panelist and speakers by January 10. 

• Ms. Iwanechko will distribute a summary of action items and key dates, and will schedule 
conference calls with each of the moderators to narrow down panelists. 

5. Schedule for 2017 RISC Priorities Report 
Mr. Brandien noted that the 2017 RISC Priorities Report is scheduled to be presented to the Board 
in August, which is earlier than previous years. He asked members to review the schedule and 
provide feedback to Ms. Iwanechko. Ms. Iwanechko will schedule at least one call prior to the 
2017 Reliability Leadership Summit to include new members being appointed by the Board at its 
February meeting. 

6. Future Meeting Dates 

a. March 21, 2017 – Reliability Leadership Summit 

b. March 22, 2017 – In-person meeting 
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